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AUSTIN, Feb. 15— It was June 23, 1964 and 
resident Lyndon B. Johnson was dealing with the 

mSST 6 of three yonng civil "s* 15 worfas » 

J n e n Z S f!r en Shia 5P ly differin g opinions on the sit- 

uSt ^ A ^ mey General Robert F. Kennedy and 
Mississippi officials, according to tape recorded tele- 

SLSET K ' axi ™ ay by w-™-* 

car B hS r L the T 3S T T ’ 1116 dviJ ri S hts workers’ 
car had been found in flames and Johnson knew the 

coimtry was in for a long, hard summer. 

Kenned y told Johnson aide Jack Valenti, before the 
car was found, that the president should meet with 
the nnssmg workers’- parents and express “personal 
concern for them aid for their families.” 

I think it’s the human equation that’s damn impor- 
tant ... for everything,” Kennedy told Valenti. ✓ 

h u m Ia f er ’ L Sen - Janies °- Eastland 
Miss.) told Johnson he believed the whole thing 
was a noax. ° 

, 3 f ,u , bIidt y stunt,” Eastland said. “I 
don t think there s a damn thing to it 

‘There’s not a Ku Klux Klan in that area. . . . 

, bere s organiasd white man in that area,” East- 
Could I^ssiWy harm them?” 

mi!S e ^ J i?^ S p 0n that he believed it 

^ h } ^hest for him to have an aide meet with the 

SSaS" ‘" Stead ° f d0i " g S ° PerSOM ">'’ 

'° 0Ut 


civil°nah? ayS 3 f ter tbe y disappeared, the bodies of 
civil nghts workers Andrew Goodman, 20, Mchael 

SEK ’l nd J r es Chaney ’ 21 > were found 
Mss^d earthen dam not far from Philadelphia, 

Eight Klansmen went to prison on federal conspir- 
acy charges. But none served more than six years 
and the state of Mississippi never filed murder charg- 

The case inspired the 1988 film “Mississippi Bum- 
ing, starring Gene Hackman, Willem Dafoe and 
Frances McDormand. 

Johnson metwith the workers’ parents after leam- 

hfo W 1 f BI ? reC n°, r J ‘ Edgar hoover that the car 
e d f T d ’ stl11 Burning. Hoover said it was as- 

sumed the three had been killed. 

lock-up.” VentUred: maybe kidnapped and 

fh°° Ver ^ “ l doubt whether those people 

bS ” here WOlUd SVen g ’ Ve them that much of a 

in !n hen * ,ater determined that no bodies were 
m the car Johnson conveyed that news to Schwer- 
ner s mother and Goodman’s father. “That was a lit- 
tle hope that we didn’t have earlier, and I thought we 

iTe^mother 1 ^ ° ng 3S We COuld ’” he told Schwer- 

Johnson also told the parents that Mssissippi Gov 
Paid Johnson was making state facilities available and 

i? e / BL ? Ut the gOVeraor was Pessi- 
mistic. “I frankly don t think that they will find them 

exce Pt ^SPS in another part of this 

The governor said he shared the president’s con- 
cern about the situation. 



